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sprout studio

CONCEPUTAL 
LANDSCAPE PLAN
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PUBLIC ART MAY BE INCOPORATED INTO THIS SITE IN SEVERAL 
WAYS. SITE FURNISHINGS (BENCHES, BIKE RACKS, FIRE PIT) CAN 
ALL BE WORKS OF FUNCTIONAL ART. NEW CONCRETE PAVING 
MAY BE USED AS A CANVASE FOR ART THAT IS ETCHED IN THE 
CONCRETE SURFACE OR ARTIFACTS SET INTO THE CONCRETE. 
THE ALPINE GARDENS THEMSELVES MAY BECOME ARTISTIC 
EXPRESSIONS AS WELL. SEVERAL LOCATIONS/CANVASSES FOR 
ARTWORK HAVE BEEN NOTED ON THE PLAN. 
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Precedents & 
Materials

DESIGN NARRATIVE:

The garden areas for this project will be used for snow storage for several months each year. When developing the design for these 
gardens, we used biomimicry for some inspiration. What would nature do to solve this problem?  That brought us to the high alpine 
gardens of the peaks surrounding Crested Butte. The forms and materials of these natural landscapes are the inspiration for the Big Mine 
Arena & Warming House landscape. Existing site materials from the historic coke ovens shall be salvaged and reused to create these 
alpine gardens, tying the cultural history in with the natural history of the area. 

that supports functions for the entire Big Mine Park. 

PRECIDENT IMAGES & INSPIRATION:

2. Alpine perennials thriving near the peak of Teocalli Mountain.

3. Rocks & boulders create a year-round, sculptural effect in the landscape.

4. Rock mulch in planting beds creates an ecosystem that mimics the natural alpine landscapes.

5. & 6. Sculptural alpine crevice gardens provide an abundance of texture, color and year-round interest. Native perennials used throughout these gardens can withstand heavy 
snow storage over the winter and come back each spring. 
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MATERIALS:
7. Weathering steel or Corten is a durable and 

mining history of the site. 

8. Remnants from the historic mining coke ovens 
to be preserved in place and integrated into the site 
work. 

9. Existing site retaining wall constructed of stone 
salvaged from the historic coke ovens. This material 
shall be reused to create the alpine gardens. 

10. Angular granite chips or decomposed granite 
to be used as border material between the edge of 
pavers and the alpine gardens. This material relates 
to the color and texture of the coal mining operations 
that once dominated this site. 

11.  Unit pavers provide a pedestrian scale hardscape 
that is durable and easy to maintain. A permeable 
paving system may be used in areas where drainage is 
an issue. 
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SITE SECTION

Proposed Aspen Trees (typ.)

Existing Cottonwood Trees to Remain (typ.)

Proposed Alpine Rock Garden Areas (typ.)

Patio Space

Warming House Main Entrance


