
Help Control Noxious Weeds!! 
 
Noxious weeds are invasive, non-native plants that are creating problems in Crested Butte and 
outlying areas by crowding out our wildflowers! We need your help to keep Crested Butte  
beautiful. 
The 1996 Colorado Noxious Weed Act (C.R.S. 35-5.5) requires noxious weeds to be controlled 
on all public and private lands.  To comply with state law,  a noxious weed management plan 
has been approved for the Town of Crested Butte.  There are 3 noxious weeds targeted for  
removal this summer. 

Absinth Wormwood looks and smells very similar to sagebrush.  
Adult plants can be up to 4 feet tall.  They have a deep taproot and 
extensive lateral roots.   
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Hand pull or dig when soil is moist.  Pull or 
dig all the roots, including short horizontal roots.  If the plant is flower-
ing you should put the entire plant in a plastic bag to prevent seeds 
from scattering.  If you have a lot of small plants in your yard or alley, 
you can mow them before flowering.  This will weaken the plants and 
make them easier to control.  Large established plants may require the 
application of EPA-registered herbicides by a certified professional.  
Reseed with grasses. 

Scentless Chamomile has daisy-like flowers with white petals 
and a yellow center.  Leaves are fernlike.   
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Plants are easy to pull when soil is 
moist. If the plant is flowering you should bag them for disposal 
to prevent seed spreading.   Reseed with grasses to prevent  
re-infestation. 

Yellow Toadflax, also known as butter and eggs, has yellow flowers 
that resemble small yellow snap-dragons.   The leaves are narrow,  
linear, and 1 to 2 inches long.  Yellow toadflax has an extensive root 
system which must be pulled or dug repeatedly during the summer to 
ensure eradication. 
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO:  Hand pull or dig when soil is moist.  Pull all 
the roots and all the sprouts.  This will need to be done several times a 
month during the growing season for it to be effective.  Bag specimens 
carefully.  Reseed with grasses.  Large established infestations of  
yellow toadflax will likely need to be sprayed with EPA-registered  
herbicides by a certified professional. 

NOTE:   
If plants are flowering or producing seed, make sure they are tightly bagged.  Seeds and other plant parts that are 
not bagged could potentially be blown from the back of a garbage truck all the way to the landfill. 
 
Mulching can help kill weeds or keep weeds from growing back.  
 
For do-it yourselfers who don't want to hire a professional and  to find fact sheets with organic and chemical  
recommendations for control:   
•    CSU Extension weed management website http://www.gunnison.colostate.edu/agri/weeds/weedsfront.shtml  
•    CO Department of Agriculture  
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1174084048733&pagename=Agriculture-Main%2FCDAGLayout    

http://www.gunnison.colostate.edu/agri/weeds/weedsfront.shtml�
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1174084048733&pagename=Agriculture-Main%2FCDAGLayout�
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