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Crested Butte’s “Big Mine” 

The “Big Mine” extracted high grade 
Bituminous Coal between the years of 
1894 and 1952 

The land formerly owned by 
Colorado Fuel and Iron was 
conveyed to the Town in the 
1950’s and Big Mine Park was 
created in the early 1990’s 

Big Mine Tipple Circa 1920’s 

Big Mine Coke Ovens Circa 1940 



Big Mine Rink- The Early Days 

Pre Warming House Circa 1991 
•Used plywood dasher boards on a  
   Sand Base 

Original Warming House Circa 1993 



Big Mine Rink- The Early Days 

Zam One 1993-1999 
 

Zam Two 2000-2003 
 



Big Mine Rink- End of an Era 

The final games were played  
“Under the Stars” in February 2011 



Big Mine Ice Arena Capital 
Campaign 

 
   Major Funders Include 

 
 Town of Crested Butte 

 Great Outdoors Colorado 
 Gunnison County Metropolitan Recreation 

District 
 El Pomar Foundation 

 Gates Family Foundation 
 Gunnison County 

 
 

Grant 
Funding 
Government 
Funding  
Private 
Funding 

1.3 Million Dollar Project 
 

The largest public recreation project in 
Crested Butte’s history 



Big Mine Ice Arena  
Project Budget 

Major Expense Categories 

$76,547 Design and Engineering 

$314,814 Concrete and Aggregate   

$662,768 Steel Structure 

$129,217 Electrical 

$160,743  Fixtures (Dasher Boards, Scoreboard etc.) 

$22,421 Misc (Fuel, trash, Equipment Rental etc.) 

$1,366,510 



Big Mine Ice Arena 
Contractors  

Town of Crested Butte – Project Management and Site Work 
 
NCW & Associates -  Structural/Civil Engineering and Surveying 
 
Deidre Witherell - Electrical Design and Engineering 
 
Buckhorn Geotech -  Geotechnical Engineering 
 
Reinman Construction Inc./Valley Concrete - Foundation and Retaining Wall 
 
Concrete Systems Inc. - Concrete Apron 
 
Reinman Construction Inc. - Steel Building Erection (NUCOR Steel Structure) 
 
Crested Butte Electrical - Electrical/Lighting Installation  
 
 
 
 



Big Mine Ice Arena 
Construction May 2011-January 2012 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 



Big Mine Ice Arena 
Then …….. 

Big Mine Ice Rink 2010 Big Mine Circa 1940’s 



Big Mine Ice Arena 
…… and Now 

Big Mine Ice Arena 2012 
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